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were burned down, and when they were asked to go to a camp thirteen
miles from the town, they did so without grumbling. Dr. Turner, the
Medical Officer for the Colony, has deliberately given it as his opinion
that, for the outbreak in the location in Johannesburg, the Indians were
in no way to blame, and that the authorities, having neglected their
first duty as to keeping the place in a sanitary condition, were respon-
sible for the state of affairs. Hundreds of Indians, who have been render-
ed homeless and whose goods have been destroyed, are yet without pay-
ment of any compensation whatsoever or without a fixed abode. We
take leave to say that very few communities are to be found in the world
behaving in the manner in which the Indians have during the trying
ordeal, and under most vexatious difficulties. Will the Government
take note of this? Will the Rand Plague Committee, which has come
in close contact with the people, have the courage to give the Indian
his due ? Will Mr. Lyttelton take into consideration these facts in approv-
ing of any restrictive legislation? And will the friends of Indians in Eng-
land bring them home to the authorities and see that the work so well
done is not wasted away?
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192. SIR PHIROZSHAH
The mail papers to hand bring the most gratifying news that the
Honourable Mr. Phirozshah M. Mehta1 has been knighted. If any man
deserved the honour, it certainly is Sir Phirozshah. He is one of the
oldest public workers. He is the father of the Corporation of Bombay
and probably there is not a single member of that great Corporation who
has attended so many meetings or has served the length of time that Sir
Phirozshah has done. He is the uncrowned king of the Bombay Presi-
dency and is recognised as the first leader as no other man in any other
province in India is. His unrivalled ability and experience, his eloquence,
his tact and unfailing courtesy to his opponents have earned for him great
popularity with the people and prestige with the Government. He has
left his mark on many legislative enactments of the Bombay Presidency,
and, during the short period that he was enabled to serve the Imperial
Legislative Council at Calcutta, he carved out for himself a unique posi-
tion. It is worthy of note that Sir Phirozshah had always been associated
with the National Congress and has twice been the President of that insti-
tution. The conferring of the knighthood, therefore, is no less a compli-
ment to the Congress than to the honourable gentleman himself. We
think that in honouring him the Government has honoured itself. This
is not the first time that a Congress leader has been so honoured. The
Honourable Mr. Gokhale, who, as our readers are aware, has been doing
1 Vide Vol. I, p. 384.